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Abstract

Building children's character from an early age is important, because children's character is
the main key to developing quality resources. One of the problems that is often encountered in
building early childhood character is the use of learning methods that are not suitable for
early childhood development. One of the learning methods that are suitable for early
childhood development is the center learning method. Building the character of early
childhood during the pandemic Covid-19 is a new challenge for teachers, because learning is
done online. However, using face-to-face learning center learning methods can be done
virtually by utilizing technology. Based on the analysis carried out from 98 scientific articles
published in various reputable journals in various countries (Japan, Europe, Korea, China,
India, Australia, England and Indonesia), it was found that center learning can be used as an
alternative to help teachers build character. early childhood. Central learning is assumed to
be in accordance with early childhood development which emphasizes the principle of
learning while playing. For this reason, center learning can be an option for teachers in the
learning process, especially in building early childhood character. In fact, teachers need to
be given special skills related to how to apply this learning center, so that the process of
character building for early childhood can still be done even though face-to-face learning is
done virtually.

Keywords: character building; learning center; learning online, quality resources; early
childhood

Penerapan Pembelajaran Sentra Dalam Membangun Karakter Anak
Usia Dini

Abstrak

Membangun karakter anak sejak usia dini penting dilakukan, karena karakter anak merupakan
kunci utama pembangunan sumber daya berkualitas. Salah satu permasalahan yang sering
dijumpai dalam membangun karakter anak usia dini adalah penggunaan metode pembelajaran
yang kurang sesuai dengan perkembangan anak usia dini tersebut. Salah satu metode
pembelajaran yang sesuai dengan perkembangan anak usia dini adalah metode pembelajaran
sentra. Membangun karakter anak usia dini pada masa pandemi covid-19 menjadi tantangan
baru bagi guru, karena pembelajaran dilakukan secara daring. Bagaimanapun, menggunakan
metode pembelajaran sentra pembelajaran tatap muka bisa dilakukan secara virtual dengan
memanfaatkan teknologi. Berdasarkan analisis yang dilakukan dari 98 artikel ilmiyah yang
dipublish dalam bergai Jurnal bereputasi di berbagai Negara (Jepang, Eropa, Korea, China,
India, Australia, Inggris dan Indonesia) didapati bahwa pembelajaran sentra dapat dijadikan
sebagai salah satu alternatif untuk membantu guru dalam membangun karakter anak usia dini.
Pembelajaran sentra diasumsikan sesuai dengan perkembangan anak usia dini yang
mengedepankan prinsip belajar sambil bermain. Untuk itu pembelajaran sentra dapat menjadi
salah satu pilihan bagi guru dalam proses pembelajaran, khususnya dalam membangun
karakter anak usia dini. Justru, guru perlu diberikan keterampilan khusus terkait cara
menerapkan pembelajaran sentra tersebut, supaya proses pembangunan karakter anak usia dini
tetap bisa dilakukan walaupun pembelajaran tatap muka dilakukan secara virtual.

Kata Kunci: membangun karakter; pembelajaran sentra; pembelajaran daring; sumber daya
berkualitas; anak usia dini
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INTRODUCTION

Building children's character must be started at an early age because their characters
can reflect their future behavior (Silahuddin, 2017). Kim states that the early childhood
character can affect activities, interactions, and life choices (Kim et al., 2019). Character is
also essential to shaping personality (Agusti et al., 2018) and the quality of children to build
a Golden Generation (Kiritin & Darsono, 2019). Someone who has good character will have
a positive, caring, fair, honest, forgiving, respect for one another, and be aware of social life
(Indriani, 2017). However, the fact is that there are still many Early Childhood Education
(PAUD) institutions that in the learning process only provide academic knowledge
(Sanderiani, 2020) even though in the learning process, building character is an essential
foundation that must be instilled in children from an early age (Bustan & Fitria, 2017).

Early childhood character requires the correct method (Bahar et al., 2020), especially
during a pandemic. Learning is carried out online and provides a new challenge to build early
childhood character (Hignasari & Wijaya, 2020). Previous research has investigated the
character development of early childhood using several methods. In the research conducted
by Afandi et al., the application of methods to build children's character through online fable
found seven-character values: polite, friend, humble, environmental care, curiosity, fairness,
and decision-makers (Afandi & Juanda, 2020). Furthermore, using the learning center
method can form eight characters, including religious, disciplined, honest, independent,
creative, hard work, friendly and responsible (Ramadhanti et al., 2019). According to
Iswaningtyas, the learning center method is believed to stimulate all aspects of children's
intelligence and foster children's character through directed play activities. Thus the character
development of early childhood can be instilled appropriately using the learning center
method. This is proven in his research that the eighteen values of character education set by
the Ministry of Education and Culture can be easily instilled in early childhood using the
learning center method (Iswantiningtyas & Wulansari, 2019).

Character building in Japan is instilled through moral and personality education from
early childhood (Mulyadi, 2020). Some of the media that previous researchers have used to
help build children's character, namely media e-learning that supports distance learning and
proven by e-learning, can build children's character in collecting assignments given by the
teacher (Sahudra et al., 2020). The use of wayang suket can make children understand the

character values in wayang characters which can then be applied in everyday life (Satria &
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Kasiyan, 2020). Character education can also be built from characters in animated films
(Astuti et al., 2019) and learning using digital comic media (Rina et al., 2020).

There are six principles of early childhood learning including: (1) orienting to
children's needs, (2) designing activities carefully, (3) orienting to children's character
development, (4) implementing it gradually and repeatedly, (5) learning with a footing, and
(6) learning by playing. Children can feel these six principles only in the learning center
(Muhsinin & Navi, 2017). By applying the learning center method can be a solution to answer
the challenges of learning currently carried out online (Mufaziah & Fauziah, 2020) to build
children's character (Samsinar & Fitriani, 2020) by utilizing technology as a communication
tool (Arwen & Puspita, 2020). Kim has researched early childhood character building using
the learning center method in 2019 in Korea, Xiang in 2020 in China, Singh in 2019 in India,
Kristjansson in 2020 in England, Van Acker in 2018 in Australia, Lucas in 2016 in Europe,
and Bahar in 2020, Ramadhanti in 2019, Iswaningtyas in 2019, Mulyadi in 2020, Satria in
2020, and Astuti in 2019 in Indonesia.

RESEARCH METHOD
This article is a paper concept to see the application of learning centers in building
early childhood character. Data is taken from various scientific publications in leading
journals from various countries, including Japan, Europe, Korea, China, India, Australia,

England, and Indonesia.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

a. Problems in Building Early Childhood Character

In building character in early childhood, there are still problems that cause many
people to blame education for the failure of a person's character development (Atmazaki et
al., 2020). Problems often encountered include many PAUD institutions forgetting their
identity as builders of early childhood character foundation. They only give birth to
intellectually intelligent children but weak in terms of character and morals (Hapidin &
Yenina, 2016). According to Hadiati, the field conditions in PAUD institutions have not
implemented PAUD learning properly (Hadiati & Fidrayani, 2019). Character development
in early childhood is generally given much theory through storytelling methods (Maryatun,
2016); however, sometimes early childhood has difficulty understanding even though the
teacher has explained it (Cinantya et al., 2018) only passively accept theory but have

93



Al Athfaal: Jurnal limiah Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini

Vol.4 No.1 (2021) 91-105 p-1SSN : 2622-5484

http://ejournal.radenintan.ac.id/index.php/al-athfaal e-ISSN : 2622-5182
Juni 2021

Jima iz b kU DR

difficulty applying it. In everyday life (R. Gunawan, 2017). Learning that emphasizes the
character building of early childhood is still rare (Xiang et al., 2020).

The use of learning methods that are not suitable in building children's character
(Fathinnaufal & Hidayati, 2020) (MTR Gunawan, 2020) results in the character being built
that cannot be embedded correctly in children (Maputra et al., 2020) (Setiawan et al., 2020).
As referred to in this article, the problems in building early childhood character refer to the
problem of using learning methods in building early childhood character. Character
development in early childhood is significant to form moral individuals because children's
character is the primary key to developing quality resources (Chowdhury, 2016) to have good
character values (Heriansyah, 2018). Children with good character will have good qualities
and attitudes (Singh, 2019). Inculcating good habits in early childhood education by using
learning methods suitable for early childhood development will make it easier for children to
understand and apply them in everyday life (MD Wulandari & Filmayasari, 2018). For this
reason, choosing a suitable learning method is very important for building early childhood
character.

b. Learning center in Building Early Childhood Character

Several research results in various countries in the world found that learning center is
seen as one of the best choices for character building for early childhood because it
emphasizes play. In his research in European countries, Lucas stated that playing is an
appropriate learning method for early childhood (Lucas, 2017). Kim from Korea also argues
that playing can build early childhood character (Kim et al., 2019). Thus, the learning center
is the most appropriate method used in the PAUD learning process to build early childhood
character.

A learning center is a learning approach carried out in circle times and play centers
(Rahmawati, 2019). A play center is a children’s play area or zone equipped with a set of play
tools that serve as the foothold needed to develop all children's essential potential in a
balanced manner (Fatmawati & Latif, 2019). The learning center method is a method that
uses a play approach, so children can gain knowledge and develop their abilities through
playing activities or what is called learning by playing (Puspita et al., 2015). Early childhood
has a dynamic nature, so that learning in early childhood is playing while learning, meaning
that children learn in ways that are fun, active, and free (Supriatna et al., 2018). Free is meant
not based on orders or targets of others and has the flexibility when it starts and when it ends.
Thus students are free to develop their abilities to the maximum (Ramadhanti & Safitri,
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2020). With learning centers, children will be more active and directly involved in
meaningful games and learn well (Anna Fauza Jailani, Zulfadli A. Aziz, 2018).

The learning center is child-centered learning (Anhusadar, 2019). It is considered
relevant with the stages of early childhood development because of its nature to prioritize
aspects of playing according to the children’s developmental phase and unique characteristics
(Masrurah, 2020). Games are the primary material in early childhood education (Lucas,
2017), building children's character through real experiences (Van Acker et al., 2019). A
good experience will positively impact children's growth and development (Widyastuti et al.,
2018). A person who learns from experience will find his life more meaningful because
experience gives him broader knowledge (Syafrimen Syafril et al., 2020). The playing
method contains many moral values that are very important to be instilled from an early age,
including cooperation, help, willingness to give in, and willing to accept defeat (W.
Anggraini & Syafril, 2018). In this case, teachers and parents must work together to
understand children's development so that they can provide a stimulus that is following the
child's characteristics (Widiastuti et al., 2019).

The learning center has a characteristic, namely the stages of the learning process
consisting of a playing environment, a footing before playing, a foothold when playing, and
a foothold after playing (Maimunah et al., 2018). The application of a learning center makes
learning exciting and fun (Lestari, 2016), increases children's interest in learning (Sari et al.,
2019), increases children’s creativity (RT Wulandari, 2017), and provides opportunities for
children to develop their abilities effectively and systematically (Tatminingsih, 2019)
following the characteristics and level of child development (Yusnita, 2019). The principles
of learning centers refer to the needs of children to develop more optimally (Hendra Sofyan
et al., 2019). Playing activities using the learning center method emphasizes all learning
activities focusing on children as learning subjects. In contrast, teachers play more of a role
as motivators and facilitators by providing the foundations for the learning process (Oktaria
& Putra, 2020).

Through learning, the education center provides opportunities for children to develop
their creativity (Rugoyah, 2016), (Puteri et al., 2018) by providing opportunities for children
to choose their activities according to their interests so that children's creativity can develop
optimally (Khalifah et al. ., 2018) so that character values can also be embedded appropriately
(ES Anggraini, 2020) which can foster good behavior (Setiyarini & Widiasari, 2017).
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In the situation of the pandemic Covid-19, all children's play and learning activities
are assisted by parents and carried out at home (Mutmainnah, 2020) by utilizing technology
(S Syafril et al., 2021) and internet networks (Lestari et al., 2021). However, in these

Conditions the learning center method can still be used during distance learning
(Shofa, 2020). According to Ulfah, a learning center is a proper method for distance learning
(PJJ) applied during the pandemic Covid-19 by utilizing social media as an intermediary and
working with parents to accompany children when learning online home (Ulfah, 2020). In
online learning, the role of parents is essential to help provide education to children (Jain et
al., 2019), especially character education because an important influence in building early
childhood character is from the family, which is indeed the first character builder in children
(Ma'rifah A & Muthmainnah, 2015) including honesty, discipline, curiosity, and
responsibility (Dj et al., 2020).

Learning center is very appropriate to be applied to early childhood education because
learning center can be done anywhere and anytime (N. Hasanah & Harmawati, 2020).
Implementing the learning center method can be a solution to overcome the problem of
character building for early childhood that cannot be done face-to-face in schools during the
pandemic Covid-19 (Mufaziah & Fauziah, 2020). In this case, teachers and parents are
expected to maximize the use of technology (Srihartini & Lestari, 2020) to support online
learning centers with the help of parents who act as teachers at home.

In early childhood learning, the learning center method is the correct method for
building early childhood character. This learning center method contains elements of Islamic
values . It has the main objective of building moral, mental, and reasoning children to be
better from an early age (Yusuf & Akbar, 2020) and form quality children (Dewi, 2015).
Another goal is to support the growth and development of children as a whole and provide
knowledge and experience to have good character and readiness to continue to further
education (Novia & Mahyuddin, 2020).

Learning center is believed to be an effective learning method for early childhood.
This can be proven from the opinion of researchers through the results of their research in
several educational institutions (Mustajab et al., 2021). Raudatul Hasanah used the learning
center method at TK Khalifah Baciro Yogyakarta. He got satisfactory results and ran
optimally and pleasantly (R. Hasanah & Abdul, 2019). Apriliani, in her research at Tirtayasa
Serang Islamic Kindergarten, applies the learning center method to provide opportunities for
children to explore their knowledge with the help of teachers or parents as facilitators,

motivators and evaluators (Apriliani et al., 2020). According to Suyadi, learning carried out
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with games will make children feel happy, excited, and not easily bored (Suyadi, 2017) and
will make children's learning motivation higher (Setiyarini et al., 2015). By playing, children
can learn to achieve physical, emotional, intellectual, and social development (Yuningsih et
al., 2018).

The advantages of the learning center method are: (1) The stages of child development
are formulated in detail and clearly so that the teacher can assess the child's development
according to the level of development in each child's needs. (2) Learning activities are
sequential and arranged, starting from the arrangement of the playing environment to giving
directions. (3) Every child gets support to learn actively, creatively, and dare to make
decisions. (4) Learning center is not rigid. (5) Learning is carried out in stages, continuously,
and is accustomed. (6) Child-centered learning, namely learning activities carried out by
encouraging children to play in-game centers, while teachers act as designers, supporters,
and assessors of children's activities (Yadnyawati, 2019).

The application of the learning center model has many benefits, including: (1)
providing a pleasant play experience, (2) providing a quality play environment, (3) providing
stimulus to children through learning that is focused on independence, providing a calm
learning environment and learning that is child-centered, (4) stimulates children's activeness
in playing in game centers, (5) children can develop their abilities freely and optimally
(Wahyuningsih, 2020), (Sobarna & Hakim, 2017), (6) can make decisions and be responsible
for decisions made (Murestiyanto, 2019), (7) care about Indonesia's cultural diversity
(Khairunisa & Wahab, 2019), (8) and train mentally and morally to become a quality
generation (Abdi, 2018).

Early childhood is a play for children because children tend to spend more time
playing than learning. Therefore teachers need to provide learning for early childhood
through play (Wiwik Pratiwi, 2017). The learning center method is the right offer to use in
building early childhood characters because the learning center method is a method that uses
a play approach (Arifin & Fardana, 2014) so that learning becomes exciting and fun
(Syafrimen Syafril et al., 2021). Playing for children provides satisfaction for children and
can also build character and shape children’s attitudes and personalities (Wiwik Pratiwi,
2017). Character is the primary key determining a person's behavior in the future (Zurqoni et
al., 2018). Good children's behavior, such as honesty, discipline, and others, are behaviors
that are demanded by children (Mardi Fitri & Na'imah, 2020). Therefore, children's character
needs to be built to bring out good behavior in children.

97



Al Athfaal: Jurnal lImiah Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini

ﬁ Vol.4 No.1 (2021) 91-105 p-ISSN : 2622-5484
WP WIVEAS™ http://ejournal.radenintan.ac.id/index.php/al-athfaal e-ISSN : 2622-5182
' ' Juni 2021

Building children's character from an early age is the obligation of a teacher to form
a generation that has noble character (Farisia, 2020). Characters taught to children from an
early age will continue to stick until the child is an adult (Yusuf & Akbar, 2020) and forms a
personality reflected in their behavior (Kristjansson, 2020). Learning centers can be used as
an innovation to build early childhood character (Purnama & Abadi, 2019), especially during
the pandemic Covid-19(Rahmania et al., 2020). Even though learning is carried out online,
teachers must still develop creativity and innovation in building early childhood character
and provide fun learning by utilizing technology (Srihartini & Lestari, 2020). One of these
innovations is implementing learning centers to build early childhood character (Sumiyati et
al., 2020).

By implementing a learning center to build early childhood character, teachers, in this
case, parents, will have no trouble because learning is child-centered. Parents as teachers only
need to be motivators and facilitators. In contrast, learning is wholly left to children to
determine for themselves what activities are of interest. Thus children have the opportunity

to develop their abilities freely and with direction.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Building children's character from an early age is a must to give birth to a golden
generation. Learning center is the best alternative to building early childhood character
because it emphasizes the aspects of play according to early childhood development. Based
on an analysis of 95 articles from various countries, it is found that the application of the
learning center method can be used as a solution to building the early childhood character in
the current situation of the pandemic Covid-19 by maximizing cooperation between teachers
and parents. Therefore, the application of

the learning center method needs to be supported through continuous special training
for teachers. The researchers suggest using the learning center method to build early
childhood character. It should be used or applied as often as possible so that early childhood

character development can be maximized and embedded in children until their adulthood.
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