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Abstract: Online learning that a solution to education during the 

COVID19 has created a problem for the unprivileged society as 

limited internet access, but they have kept participating; students made 

several efforts. This study aims to determine the actions of students 

living in rural areas in overcoming the problems of online learning 

nahwu for students of STIQ Amuntai who live in rural areas. This 

study used a descriptive qualitative approach. The subjects of this 

study were several students of the IIB PBA STIQ Amuntai. They live 

in rural areas and settle far from the Amuntai sub-district, South 

Kalimantan, Indonesia. Data were obtained through interview and 

documentation techniques with 20 students. The data were analyzed 

using data reduction, presentation, and conclusion drawing, then data 

accuracy with the persistence of observation and triangulation. The 

results of the study are the efforts made by these students in 

overcoming problems such as unstable signals, lack of focus in 

studying, low telephone specifications, limited internet quota, 

difficulty understanding material, little reference material, and 

boredom, namely: a) going to a place that has a signal (network) stable 

b) go to a place that is not noisy; c) study in groups on one mobile 

phone; d) search for free wifi; e) foster self-motivation; d) preparation 

of materials and independent search of additional literature. Therefore, 

this study suggests that institutions need to be involved in solving 

problems related to limited access to offline learning or collaboration 

with internet network providers. 
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Introduction  

The College of Qur'anic Sciences (STIQ) Amuntai was affected by government 

directives requiring the transfer of learning from face-to-face learning (PTM) to distance 

learning (PJJ). STIQ Amuntai as a campus with a curriculum that requires students to be 
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able to memorize a minimum of 2 juz of the Qur'an each semester, has an Arabic 

Language Education (PBA) study program that studies nahwu courses. Nahwu learning is 

easier to do face-to-face with the traditional method because you have to study references 

as well as the Qur'an and Hadith.
1
 Based on government policies that have an impact on 

the learning system both in schools and in universities, students must carry out the 

learning process in their respective homes using available online applications.
2
 

This learning process has many problems. For students in rural areas, it is the 

biggest problem because in common, learning nahwu usually uses traditional methods. 

The interaction of students and lecturers in the learning process through applications that 

are connected to mobile learning such as classroom, video conference, live chat, zoom, 

google meet, WhatsApp group, Instagram, Youtube, and other social media is a solution, 

but also provides problems for them.
3
 Students complain about the waste of internet 

quota and ask for leniency in learning using mobile learning applications, this is because 

they are more familiar with laptops and other online learning media. Most students in 

rural areas will be able to buy quotas and cellphones with affordable budgets, unlike 

laptops which have a budget that is twice to three times the price of cellphones.
4
 

Learning nahwu courses by PJJ with mobile learning at PBA STIQ Amuntai is 

held by following government rules on the formulation of legal basics for organizing 

online learning during the 2019 Corona Virus Pandemic because STIQ Amuntai students 

come from some rural areas. Researchers understand the geographical location of 

Amuntai which is in the North Hulu Sungai district which is taken 6 hours from the City 

of South Kalimantan Province and 6 hours from Central Kalimantan Province. STIQ 

Amuntai is the choice of the surrounding community to be able to continue their 

education in Higher Education with semester fees that they can afford. This situation 

becomes a problem in implementing the PJJ rules as a whole. Especially nahwu learning 
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objectives that can be achieved by learning methods using reading methods, translation 

methods, and traditional methods. The main target in the nahwu learning process is a 

means of being able to speak and write correctly, avoid grammatical errors, and be able 

to explain the text carefully, proficiently, and fluently.
5
 

Several studies explain that the implementation of PJJ in nahwu learning 

ultimately creates anxiety for parents, students, and lecturers because it requires spending 

a lot of internet quota. Marwa found a study that students need to upgrade their 

cellphones to be able to have online applications on their cellphones because basically 

student cellphones have a small space that cannot be used for heavy applications.
6
 Kosim 

et al also agreed that the online learning problem is an increasing burden on parents, 

student parents must provide student facilities such as buying cellphones, laptops, and 

internet quotas and even installing wifi at home, but student needs are still the 

responsibility of parents.
7
 Amalia and Faizin mentioned that to eliminate students' 

boredom in online learning, alternative teaching methods that are fun are needed and 

make students have an exciting learning experience. 

Ritongga also emphasized that many problems occur in online learning of Arabic 

language materials, including the readiness of internet quotas and the readiness of varied 

learning methods, and the ability of lecturers in learning time management so that they 

can complete the learning objectives of the course.
8
 In previous studies, researchers also 

found several problems in online learning, including minimal literature and limited 

internet networks.
9
 So many facts have conveyed that online learning has a detrimental 

impact on lecturers and students in particular and in certain circumstances. Intends to 

understand lecturers and students who are trying to find alternative PJJ online learning 

that does not consume a lot of internet quota, even though it results in not achieving the 
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learning objectives as a whole and according to the semester learning plan (RPS).  

Some of the research previously described is limited to the problems of online 

learning, therefore, this study intends to reveal alternatives for students who continue to 

carry out online learning with limitations. Based on the researcher's interviews with 

several students of the College of the Qur'an Science in semester IIB who are in rural 

areas, they said that in online learning there are always network problems, and internet 

connections are less stable, resulting in slightly hampered learning because students 

cannot follow live streaming learning.
10

 Thus, researchers need to provide descriptive 

information about students' positive efforts in overcoming the problems of online 

learning. As for the purpose of this research is to detect the solutions of STIQ Amuntai 

students in rural areas as their efforts overcome the problems of learning nahwu 

employing the PJJ. 

 

Methods 

This research was a descriptive qualitative approach
11

 by doing an interpretation 

of the data found in the field regarding student efforts in dealing with the problems of 

nahwu learning with mobile learning which are presented in the form of reports and 

descriptions in the form of sentences and not in the form of numbers or statistics. The 

research location is STIQ Amuntai which is located at Pakapuran Village, North 

Amuntai District, Hulu Sungai Utara (HSU) Regency, South Kalimantan, Indonesia. This 

location was chosen because it represents the state of the campus which is in an area far 

from the center of the province which is about 6 hours with the route of the journey being 

hills, and waters and located in a city surrounded by rural areas. 

The research subjects are the third students of Arabic Language Education Study 

Program class B who live in rural areas with a total of 20 students from a total of 68 

students living in rural areas. The object of this research is the problem of nahwu 

learning with mobile learning. Data were obtained through interview and documentation 

                                                                                                                                                 
9
 Ade Destri Deviana. “The Impact of Online Learning to Write Arabic with Creative Thinking 

during the Covid-19 Period.” Al-Falah: Jurnal Ilmiah Keislaman dan Kemasyarakatan 21, no. 1 (2021): 

42-53, https://doi.org/10.47732/alfalahjikk.v21i1.149. 
10

 Junfeng Yang, Huiju Yu, and Nian-shing Chen. “Using Blended Synchronous Classroom 

Approach to Promote Learning Performance in Rural Areas.” Computers & Education 141 (2019): 1-13, 

103619. Ali Akbarjono et al. “Teaching English in a Rural Area during the Pandemic of Covid-19.” in 

Proceeding (2021): 346–358. 



Student Efforts in Rural …. | Ade Destri Deviana, Akhmad Rusydi, Nisfiatul Azizah, Ahmad Muradi, Abdul Hafiz 

 

Jurnal Al Bayan: Jurnal Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, 14 (1): 176-190 (2022)| 180  
 

 

techniques. Documentation is carried out by researchers by collecting supporting data 

sources through libraries or journals and books related to this research. Interviews were 

conducted by researchers with 20 students who take online lectures and they are in their 

respective homes which are located in rural areas. 

The primary data of this research is the problem of nahwu learning with mobile 

learning and their efforts or solutions in dealing with the learning collected by 

interviewing. Secondary data is data related to nahwu learning with mobile learning that 

supports this research which is obtained from journals and books. The researcher 

continued this research by analyzing the data. Data analysis used three stages, namely 

data reduction, data presentation, and conclusions.
12

 Data reduction do the process of 

summarizing, selecting the main things, and focusing on the object of research, namely 

data on the problems of nahwu learning with mobile learning, then the data is presented 

in written form in detail. The presentation of the data is that the researcher presents data 

regarding the problems of nahwu learning with mobile learning and the solutions 

obtained by the research subjects to overcome these problems. At this stage, the 

researcher analyzed and discussed the results of the analysis with previous studies related 

to the research findings. Drawing conclusions is to verify the data generated and ensure 

the research is by the research objectives. 

Furthermore, at the end of the study, the researcher checked the validity of the 

data studied to minimize the occurrence of errors in the data collected. Researchers made 

more careful and continuous observations or what is called persistence of observation, 

then compare the results of the interviews with the contents of the document by utilizing 

various sources of information data as consideration, namely references, interviews, and 

previous observations. Researchers also make comparisons between the results of the 

research with studies that have been published in journals so that it is known that the 

results of the research carried out are accurate, directed, and by the research objectives. 

This study then describes the profile of STIQ Amuntai, and the situation of STIQ 

students who live in rural areas. 
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Praktis (Malang: UIN-Maliki Press, 2011). 
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Results and Discussion 

Nahwu online learning during the COVID19 pandemic in class IIB PBA STIQ 

Amuntai has an impact on changing the learning system which requires every student to 

take distance learning through online media or mobile learning. The applications used 

tobe employed to carry out mobile learning are WhatsApp, google meet, zoom, telegram, 

and others. Learning by using mobile learning as an online learning solution creates 

problems for students who live in rural areas. However, these students still have good 

motivation to learn Arabic, they try to overcome these problems. The description of 

student efforts in online learning nahwu to the learning problems faced is as follows: 

 

Table 1. The Problems of Nahwu Online Learning 

No Problem Solution 

1. Unstable signal Go to a place that has a more stable signal or look for wifi at 

a friend's or relative's house 

2. Lack of focus on learning Go to a more comfortable place away from the noise 

3. have specificationcellphone Study with friends on one cellphone 

4. Limited internet package Looking for a wifi signal to a friend's or relative's house 

5. Get bored quickly Growing motivation by realizing that learning nahwu is an 

important capital in understanding Arabic 

6. Difficulty understanding the 

material and limited literature 

sources 

Prepare material before learning takes place and look for 

additional literature for semester-level siblings 

 

Table 1 shows the student's efforts in dealing with all problems of learning nahwu 

with mobile learning during the COVID19 pandemic. The first attempt is to find a 

comfortable place with a stable signal, because the signal sometimes decreases, causing 

the sound to be intermittent and making it difficult to understand the explanations of the 

presenters in the form of video conferencing such as gmeet and zoom.
13

 The second 

effort is to find a place that is not noisy and not crowded so that they can focus on 

learning through mobile learning, even when studying sometimes the environment does 

not understand the condition of students, such as being asked to do other work so they 

                                                                                                                                                 
12

 Matthew B. Miles Miles and A. Micheal Huberman, Analisis Data Kualitatif: Buku Sumber 

tentang Metode-metode Baru, trans. Tjetjep Rohendi Rohidi (Jakarta: UI Press, 1992). Lexy J. Moleong, 

Metodelogi Penelitian Kualitatif Edisi Revisi. (Bandung: Rosdakarya, 2007). 
13

 Massimo Candela, Valerio Luconi, and Alessio Vecchio. “Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on 

the Internet Latency: A Large-Scale Study.” Computer Networks 182 (2020): 107495. Mohammad 

Nasajpour et al. “Internet of Things for Current Covid-19 and Future Pandemics: An Exploratory Study.” 

Journal of Healthcare Informatics Research 4, no. 4 (2020): 325–364. Bryan Adrián Priego-Parra et al. 

“Anxiety, Depression, Attitudes, and Internet Addiction during the Initial Phase of the 2019 Coronavirus 

Disease (Covid-19) Epidemic: A Cross-Sectional Study in México.” MedRxiv (2020): 1-27. 
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have to leave learning.
14

 The third effort is for the students to learn in groups with friends 

by complying with the health protocols, cause they must require high memory 

specifications cellphone. The fourth effort is looking for a wifi signal to a friend's or 

relative's house to overcome a limited internet package.
15

 The fifth effort is to grow 

motivation for the importance of nahwu science through self-awareness about the 

importance of learning for future goals, because boredom and boredom often arise in 

learning, with strong motivation making a person not easily give up to continue 

learning.
16

 The sixth effort is to prepare the material before learning takes place and look 

for additional literature for seniors to overcome difficulties in understanding the material 

and limited literature sources.
17

 

One of the students’ efforts in dealing with the problems of online learning is 

looking for a place that has a stable signal because of the difficulty in finding internet 

signals. Unstable signals are the main obstacle in online learning, several things need to 

be done to get network stability. This also happened to previous research which stated 

that online learning could not run well due to low or weak internet signal (data), students 

then looked for alternatives to find a stable signal by going outside, climbing to a higher 

place,
18

 or hitching a ride at a friend's house that has wifi.
19

 Another problem in online 

learning is that it is difficult to focus on learning because there are several messages or 

notifications that come in in the middle of learning, but this can be overcome by 

                                                 
14
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(2020): 480–487. 
15
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Education 9, no. 4 (2010): 473–481. 
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699–708. Muhammad Jundi. “Persepsi Mahasiswa terhadap Pelaksanaan Perkuliahan Nahwu dengan 

Sistem Daring.” Al-Ma'rifah: Jurnal Budaya, Bahasa, dan Sastra Arab 17, no. 2 (2020): 105–118. 
19

 Ahmad Muradi et al. "Tutors And Students Activities In Online Arabic Learning: A Freedom To 
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temporarily turning off notifications from one of the applications.
20

 Among the problems 

and problems faced by other STIQ Amuntai students in conducting online learning is an 

environment that is not conducive, so it is difficult to focus on learning but can be 

overcome by finding a place as comfortable as possible. This needs to be done in 

learning because the focus on learning is the main reference to understanding the subject 

(lesson) before learning takes place.
21

 

Another problem faced by some STIQ Amuntai students is from the field of 

infrastructure or online learning support media. The students who have low specifications 

cellphones such as RAM below 2GB and internal storage below 16 GB, they got 

difficulties downloading applications that provide virtual meetings. Phone overheating 

can be caused by a weak signal, applications running in the background such as Google 

Meet, and an increase in room temperature.
22

 Moreover, low specifications mobile 

phones will quickly heat up while conducting virtual meetings. Mobile phone batteries 

that run out quickly are usually caused by decreased battery capacity due to battery life 

that has been used for a long time, especially if it is used to carry out online learning 

activities using the Google Meet application, of course, it can drain the battery quickly. 

The use of the application by displaying videos consumes a lot of data packets, 

while they get a limited internet package due to their inability to buy, but they can 

overcome this by looking for a wifi signal to the house of a relative or close friend who 

has wifi, or in public places that provide free wifi services such as village halls, village 

libraries (reading rooms), police offices, and so on. Some students will go to campus to 

get a free wifi network. Lecturers also provide relief to students who have this problem 

by documenting learning on youtube media, making it easier for students to repeat the 

lessons they have left behind as stated by Marsiah et al, learning using youtube media 

during the COVID19 period makes the learning process easier
23

, and also using an online 

                                                 
20
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learning method that is lighter than the internet quota, namely by using WhatsApp with 

indirect discussions at predetermined subject times.
24

 

Online nahwu learning has an impact on reducing students’ enthusiasm. This is 

caused by the signal that sometimes worsens in the middle of learning, but to grow this 

motivation requires student self-awareness and high-determination effort from the 

lecturer who is in charge of the course, according to Putra et al, the lecturer must give 

students motivation by adopting a wide range of learning innovations. Likewise, students 

must have the motivation that grows for themselves and realize that the courses they 

study are useful and sustainable courses with other courses. Now and then lecturers can 

provide waivers, and courses are carried out via WhatsApp online,
25

 online learning 

through WhatsApp in chat and audio is also a problem because not all of the students can 

understand the material provided, in contrast to online learning which provides the video 

can help the students face to face, even though indirectly. The speaker explains when 

online learning by chat or audio will be answered via chat and audio as well, this causes 

students to have difficulty asking questions directly about material that is difficult to 

understand.
26

 But this can be overcome by preparing the material before the learning 

takes place. 

This study adds data about online learning that has problematic impacts on 

individual students in the learning process. Students find it difficult to follow the lesson 

because the signal is deteriorating making the explanations of the presenters falter in the 

middle of the learning process,
27

 this requires the preparation of a stable network.
28
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Juliya and Herlambang in their journal mention that the environmental conditions of 

students at home are certainly different, one of the problems is the lack of conducive 

learning environment at home which can affect students' learning motivation.
29

 Many 

efforts have been made by students, in line with Argaheni who stated that online lectures 

do require adaptation and effort to run smoothly.
30

 Besides that it takes effort to 

understand the material which is usually delivered orally into writing and video or live 

streaming.
31

 

This research can be a reference for the implementation of mobile learning in 

places that have limited and weak internet networks, as well as the content of the material 

studied in the education unit and the objectives of the education unit. For example, STIQ 

Amuntai is a university that prioritizes memorizing the Qur’an and prioritizing ethics 

(actions and views), so there are restrictions on the use of cellphones that have social 

media applications, because frequent use of social media will reduce students' study time 

and time to memorize the Qur’an. Online learning with mobile learning also cannot be 

carried out optimally for students who live in rural areas due to several factors mentioned 

above. 

This research is limited to qualitative research that describes the problems of rural 

students in learning nahwu online using mobile learning media during the COVID19 

pandemic and independent solutions that students do so that they can continue to attend 

lectures properly and fulfill attendance attendance. Another limitation of this study is the 

collection of data using online and voluntary questionnaires which may give rise to some 

bias in the effort perspective of online learning issues, especially in areas where internet 

connectivity is difficult. Respondent data on the age variable only came from one group 
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of young adults because it focused on students. For further research, involving 

respondents from various age groups, including children, adolescents, early adults, 

adults, and parents, can be to present more interesting facts. There is also a need for 

research on the effectiveness of online learning using other online applications to find 

solutions to the current online learning problems. As well as about the mastery of 

lecturers and students on the use of applications used in online learning to maximize the 

use of online applications that are mutually agreed upon between lecturers and students, 

as well as teachers and students 

 

Conclusion 

Efforts to overcome the problems of online learning for nahwu courses with 

mobile learning for STIQ Amuntai PBA Semester IIB students for the 2020/2021 

academic year who live in rural areas are as follows: a) Go to a place that has a more 

stable signal or look for wifi to a friend's house or relatives b) Go to a more comfortable 

place and away from the noise; c) Studying with friends in one cellphone; d) Looking for 

a wifi signal to a friend's or relative's house; e) Growing motivation by realizing that 

learning nahwu is an important capital in understanding Arabic; f) Prepare material 

before learning takes place and look for additional literature to seniors. Student boredom 

can be minimized by playing games in learning and reflection so that it raises student 

motivation to learn. 
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