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Abstract

This research was motivated by the viral issue circulating on social
media about a mosque floating on water and attracting the
attention of tourists from more than 300 congregations with all the
advantages (natural resources and human resources) that support it
so that it becomes a tourist icon in Pesisir Selatan Regency. The
aims of this research are: 1) to describe the potential of floating
mosques for religious ecotourism owned by Pesisir Selatan
Regency; 2) to analyze the role of the community in developing the
potential of floating mosques as ecotourism. This research method
uses qualitative descriptive analysis with a field survey approach, in-
depth interviews, and observation methods with analytical
techniques in this view including three activity streams, namely data
reduction, data presentation, and concluding B. Milles and
Huberman. Sampling was carried out using a purposive sampling
technique. The research results show that there are government
programs that are still hampered by political interests that have not
yet been completed. The floating mosque with a Malay Arabic
design relies on the natural beauty around the beach to provide a
spiritual sensation that soothes the soul of every visitor. The
floating mosque is a religious tourism icon that is worth visiting.
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A. Introduction

The current concept of regional planning and development
is more directed towards realizing the aspirations and demands of
society’. The movement of a community to carry out
empowerment began with the emergence of a community-centered
development  paradigm  recognized as an  “alternative
development™. The regional development movement carried out
by the government is regulated in Law Number 9 of 2015 which
contains the authority of autonomous regions to regulate and
manage the interests of local communities based on community
aspirations?*. The local community aspires to want a comfortable,
calm, and peaceful place of worship that can provide coolness in
worship and feel comfortable in communicating with the Creator®.
The aspirations of the community are also demands and challenges
which are answered by the government program with the
construction of a floating mosque by the Pesisir Selatan
government®. The construction of a floating mosque is contained
in a program that has been established by the government and is a
regional reference for being able to manage and regulate the area
by the community itself’.

I Simon Elias Bibri, John Krogstie, and Mattias Kirrholm, “Compact City
Planning and Development: Emerging Practices and Strategies for Achieving the Goals
of Sustainability,” Developments in the Built Environment 4 (2020): 100021.

2 Kuo Min Ko, Chih Hung Pai, and Xing Yu Mao, “Effects of Ecotoutism
Environmental Experience on Leisure Coping and Leisure Benefits,” Ekoloji 27, no.
106 (2018): 591-97.

3 Pemetaan Potensi et al., “I Putu Ananda Citra” 5, no. 1 (2016): 731-43.

4 Mujibur Rahman Khairul Muluk, “Pemetaan Potensi Pariwisata Berbasis
Komunitas Melalui Eksplorasi Keunikan Seribu Pantai Di Malang Selatan,” Engagement:
Jurnal ~ Pengabdian ~ Kepada ~ Masyarakat 4, no. 2 (2020):  309-20,
https://doi.org/10.29062/engagement.v4i2.93.

> Leonie Schmidt, “Aesthetics of Authority:Islam Nusantara’and Islamic
‘Radicalism’in Indonesian Film and Social Media,” Religion 51, no. 2 (2021): 237-58.

¢ Dana Fettis, Treatment of Error in Second Langnage Student Writing, Second Edition,
Treatment of Error in  Second Language Student Writing, ~Second —Edition, 2016,
https://doi.org/10.3998 /mpub.2173290.

7 Syahlan Mattiro, Nasrullah Nasrullah, and Reski P, “Potensi Ekowisata
Pesisir Berbasis Kearifan Lokal,” Jurnal llmiah Mandala Edncation 7, no. 2 (2021): 220-25,
https://doi.org/10.58258 /jime.v7i2.1996.
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Regional development by fulfilling community needs in the
development of floating mosques as religious ecotourism adds to
the tourism icon in the Pesisir Selatan Region which has become
one of the main priorities of the Regional Development Program
by Regent Hendra Joni’s tenure®. Community needs for
Ecotourism are defined as a pattern of travel and visits made by a
person or group to a particular area to enjoy and study the nature,
history, and culture of an area whose tourism pattern is to promote
the area by helping the local community’s economy and supporting
nature conservation’. The aim of regional development through
government programs is to help the economy of the surrounding
community and the floating mosque has become a potential
regional development icon by the government!®.

The ecotourism sector in Pesisir Selatan Regency can be
used as a potential industrial pattern that can increase regional
income while improving the welfare of the surrounding
community'. The potential ecotourism sector in Pesisir Selatan
Regency includes Religious Ecotourism (floating mosque), beach
tourism, waterfalls, surfing, sunset, and others!?. Floating mosques
are one of the most popular and are a serious part of the
government’s management, and development!3. Moving on from
religious philosophy, the existence of the floating mosque as a
religious ecotourism icon (place of worship, and Islamic cultural

8 Masram and Mu’ah, Manajensen Sumber Daya Manusia, Zifatama Publisher, 2017.

9 Intan Maharani, “““ Analisis Kelayakan Potensi Ekowisata,” 2016.

10 Tarihoran and Syafuri, “Masjid Sebagai Pusat Wisata Religi,” 2018.

' Lucky Zamzami and Muhammad Aliman, “The Effect Of Ecotoutism
Development On Marine Conservation Area In West Sumatera, Indonesia,” Geo Journal
of Tourism and Geosites 38, no. 4 (2021): 1166-74.

12 Suparno Suparno, Abdullah Munzir, and Desy Aryant, ‘“Pemetaan
Partisipatif Potensi Wisata, Di Nagari Sungai Pinang, Kabupaten Pesisir Selatan,
Provinsi ~ Sumatera  Barat,”  Jurmal  Vokasi 3, no. 2 (2019): 606,
https://doi.otg/10.30811/vokasi.v3i2.1277.

13 Muluk, “Pemetaan Potensi Pariwisata Berbasis Komunitas Melalui
Eksplorasi Keunikan Seribu Pantai Di Malang Selatan.”
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information center)*. The concept of religious ecotourism is an
offer developed by the community to develop regional tourist
objects, and attractions!>. The concept of religious ecotourism is an
offer developed by the community to develop regional tourist
objects and attractions®™. Religious ecotourism is a tourist attraction
based on religion in the form of buildings such as places of
worship, several historical heritage sites, unique rituals, and
religious celebrations that have tourist value!”.

Quraish Shihab said that religious tourism is a travel activity
that some people undertake voluntarily, and temporarily to enjoy
tourist objects, and attractions!8. The government is taking
advantage of the existing moments and advantages by building
religious tourism objects which are an important part of spreading
the message and education of Muslims!. Through this, it can be
concluded that the concept of religious tourism is a travel visit to
seek comfort, gain tranquility, and at the same time gain knowledge
related to the spread of religious values?.

Activities in the community program are “a movement
carried out by several communities in the form of steps that have
been designed/mapped in a certain area which aims to increase

14 Tulus Sutryanto, Mardhiyah Hayati, and Yeni Susant, “The Potential of
Halal Tourism System on Growth for the Province Lampung’s Tourism Industry,”
Journal of Environmental Management & Tourism 13, no. 6 (2022): 1616-28.

15 Yulianto Yulianto et al, “Pemetaan Potensi Desa-Prukades Dan
Pendampingan Peningkatan Kapasitas BUMDES Di Pekon Sukabanjar, Lumbok
Seminung, Lampung Barat,” Sawala: Jurnal Pengabdian Masyarakat Pembangunan Sosial,
Desa Dan Masyarakat 2, no. 1 (2021): 1, https:/ /doi.otg/10.24198 / sawala.v2i1.28476.

16 Rd Hera Merdeka Khazinatul Khaeriah, “Sustainable Tourism
Development in Tangerang City: How to Build a Community-Based Ecotourism
Concept,” Enrichment: Journal of Management 12, no. 1 (2021): 542—49.

17 Rifqi Asy’ati et al., “Kajian Konsep Ekowisata Berbasis Masyarakat Dalam
Menunjang Pengembangan Pariwisata : Sebuah Studi Literatur,” Pariwisata Budaya: Jurnal
Iimiah Agama Dan Budaya 6, no. 1 (2021): 9, https://doi.org/10.25078/pba.v6i1.1969.

18 Maharani, ““ Analisis Kelayakan Potensi Ekowisata.”

19 Drew H. Gitomer, Classroom Assessment and the National Science Fducation
Standards, Science Education, vol. 87, 2003, https:/ /doi.org/10.1002/sce.10076.

20 Abdulghani Muthanna et al, “The State of Library Makerspaces,” JIPI
(Jurnal ~ Ilmu  Perpustakaan — Dan  Informasi) 1, no. 1 (2017):  1-10,
https://doi.org/10.23974/ijol.2016.vol1.1.12.
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independent abilities in the community, both by active participation
and the initiative of certain community groups’?!. In this case, the
role of society and government is very much needed to work
together to develop the country??. The main actor in the village
development process is the community itself, while the
government’s role is only as an outside party which is more of a
facilitator, mediator, and motivator as well as a donor of aid
funds?. The wuniqueness of Pesisir Selatan Regency which
prioritizes tourism makes Pesisir Selatan Regency a favorite visiting
area for the surrounding community and this is no exception for
tourists who come from outside the Pesisir Selatan Regency area?*.
Mapping the potential for religious ecotourism which is well
managed by the government, and community requires various
thoughts, and efforts that are sustainable, and serious in its
management, both conceptually, orderly, systematically, and always
continuously from one development stage to the next?. The
development of this area takes into account the natural conditions,
and the problems experienced as a challenge, and special focus for
the government in managing, and increasing regional income
through religious tourism which has developed rapidly but
management, socialization, and promotion have not been carried
out optimally?¢. Community participation in efforts to provide
socialization wherever possible can help government programs in

2! Isbandi Rukminto Adi, Intervensi Komunitas: Pengembangan Masyarakat Sebagai
Upaya Pemberdayaan Masyarakat (Jakarta: Rajawai Pers, 2013).

22 Pendidikan Ilmu et al., “Jurnal Pustaka Budaya, Vol. 3, No. 1 Januari 2016
Pemikiran Jesse H Shera Dan Perkembangan Pendidikan Ilmu Perpustakaan Di
Indonesia.” 3, no. 1 (2016): 71-82.

2 Asy’ati et al, “Kajian Konsep Ekowisata Betbasis Masyarakat Dalam
Menunjang Pengembangan Pariwisata : Sebuah Studi Literatur.”

24 Oktti Permata Lani Tti yuliani, Armizawati, Irwandi, Desnawita, Desni
Yulinda, “Pemberdayaan Masyarakat Desa Melalui Pemanfaatan Koleksi Pada
Perpustakaan Darul Hikmah Mesjid Nurul Falah,” JURNAL AT-TAGHYIR Jurnal
Dafkwah Dan Pengembangan Masyarakat Desa 2, no. 2 (2020): 219-32.

2> Muthanna et al., “The State of Library Makerspaces.”

26 D I Lampung et al., “Peningkatan Kesejahteraan Masyarakat Petani Melalui
Program Upsus Pajale,” Jurnal Pengembangan Masyarakat Islam 15, no. 1 (2022): 1-14.
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developing and increasing regional income?’?8. Therefore, the
author attempted to conduct a study by analyzing the mapping of
the potential for community-based religious ecotourism in Pesisir
Selatan Regency?. Through the results of this research, it is hoped
that it will be the formulation of a regional development sector
model that utilizes and maximizes natural potential. Also, existing
community resources by cooperation between the Government,
and the community. This means that through government
programs the community also gets direct results in regional
economic development.

B. Method

This research uses a descriptive research method with a
qualitative approach. In collecting information, researchers used
purposive sampling techniques. In this research, researchers had
several criteria for informants, including the selected informants
were able to provide broad, and in-depth information regarding
mapping the potential of community-based religious ecotourism.
Data collecting techniques use observation, interviews, and
documentation. In this research, researchers used data analysis
techniques proposed by Miles and Huberman which consisted of
three activity streams, namely data reduction, data presentation,
and concluding®’. The data validity technique used by researchers
is source triangulation by exploring the truth of certain information
using various data sources such as documents, archives, interview

27 Rajashree Samal and Madhusmita Dash, “Ecotourism, Biodiversity
Conservation and Livelihoods: Understanding the Convergence and Divergence,”
International Journal of Geoberitage and Parks (KeAi Communications Co., March 2023),
https://doi.otg/10.1016/j.jjgeop.2022.11.001.

28 Lampung et al., “Peningkatan Kesejahteraan Masyarakat Petani Melalui
Program Upsus Pajale.”

2 Asy’ati et al, “Kajian Konsep Ekowisata Berbasis Masyarakat Dalam
Menunjang Pengembangan Pariwisata : Sebuah Studi Literatur.”

30 Listinawati Haditama, Yunia Wardi, and Syamwil Syamwil, “The Effect of
Parents Attention, Learning Discipline and Learning Motivation to Learning Outcomes
of Students at the Student Financial Accounting Class,” 2018, 789-98,
https://doi.otg/10.29210/20181115.
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results, observation results, or also by interviewing more than one
subject who is considered to have a different point of view.

Collecting
data

Presentation of

Data reduction
data

| —

N, N~

Conclusion /
Vetification

Figure 1. Research Methodology

C. Results and Discussion
1. The geographical location of the Samudera Ilahi
Floating Mosque, Pesisir Selatan Regency

The Samudera Ilahi Floating Mosque as an ecotourism icon
is located in the central tourist area of Carocok Painan Beach, IV
Jurai District, Pesisir Selatan. The distance from the city of Padang
to Pesisir Selatan is approximately 100 km. distance from Padang
city to Pesisir Selatan Regency is around 1 hour 30 minutes using a
4-wheeled vehicle. The road to the location is smooth with
beautiful views of the beautiful coastline. The location of the
floating mosque is in the heart of Parang Pariaman Regency and
can be used as a stopping place/rest area for visitors coming from
the south of Sumatra Island. The floating mosque located on the
beach with beautiful natural views gives a beautiful charismatic aura
to the design, and existence of the floating mosque. The calm and
comfortable atmosphere with the crashing waves gives a unique

sensation to the floating mosque building.
2. The Potential of the Samudra Ilahi Floating Mosque as

a Religious Tourism Pesisir Selatan District
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Floating mosques as religious tourism in Pesisir Selatan
Regency are usually the destination for large events or activities
with religious themes. On certain days, Tabligh Akbar is often held,
bringing in famous Ustads such as Abdul Somad and Adi Hidayat.
The implementation of scheduled religious activities supports the
mission of building a floating mosque that is capable of gathering
thousands of worshippers for religious purposes which enlightens
the minds of every visitor who comes?'. Religious activities are held
on a scheduled basis and have become a routine activity for the
floating mosque, with Anton as the administrator of the floating
mosque. Mosque administrators are charged with different tasks,
such as cleaning, cleaning the environment, cleaning the interior,
and cleaning the ablution area, as well as cleaning the mosque
facilities. Mosque administrators are also paid salaries by the local
government, and the proceeds from visitors” donations are put into
the mosque’s treasury. This mosque, with facilities capable of
accommodating 300 worshipers, has lots of activities, especially on
religious holidays. According to previous research, Tohiran has a
place of worship only as a means of worship without presenting
the inner self in worship. There is no spirit of worship in the house
of worship2. Mosques are also often used as centers for celebrating
Muslim holidays. The routine activities carried out in the form of
giving lectures by religious figures in the community, and outside
the region?3.

3. Overview of the Potential of Floating Mosque as
Religious Ecotourism in Pesisir Selatan Regency using
the SWOT measure.

31 Ilham Mirzaya Putra, M Alifsyah, and M Ridho Effendy, “Analisis Sosial
Ekonomi Dan Budaya Masyarakat Pesisit Kampung Nelayan Sebrang,” Universitas Islam
Negeri Sumatera Utara 1, no. 1 (2022): 15-34.

32 Tarihoran and Syafuri, “Masjid Sebagai Pusat Wisata Religi.”

33 Melalui Baitul and M A L Wattamwil, “Strategi Pembetdayaan Ekonomi
Masyarakat Melalui Baitul Mal Wattamwil (Studi” 15, no. 2 (2022): 255-70.
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Figure 2. SWOT analysis

An overview of the SWOT analysis of the potential for

religious ecotourism at Pesisir Selatan Regency from the
results of field research, and interviews is as follows:

Floating Mosque Religious Ecotourism

Internal Factors
Strengths

Supporting natural
resources are available
The building design is
unique, and has its own
characteristics
Complete building
facilities
Charming views
Received 2rd place award
in the mosque cleanliness
category
Natural ecosystems that
are still maintained
Has a variety of business
units around the location

External Factors
Opportunities
Improve the skills of
the surrounding
community
Rapid technological
development
Community needs
for tourist attractions
High attractiveness
The need for self
love
Must care about
tourism/running
Pokdarwis
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of the floating mosque.
Weaknesses
Regional government
intervention
Institutional management
of tourist areas is not yet
optimal
Facilities and
infrastructure that are not
maintained
The regional promotion
system is still not optimal
Government politics
Interest of Regional
leaders/ officials
Promotional media that

Threats
Economic, and
political globalization
Tourism
competitiveness
Ecotourism
management
regulations
The investment
climate is less
conducive
Conflict
The integrity of the
environmental
community

has not been maximized

Table 1. An overview of the SWO'T analysis of the potential
for religious ecotourism at Pesisir Selatan Regency

4. Characteristics of the attraction of floating mosque as a
religious ecotourism

According to Matiro in his research, mosques were only
built with minimal architectural conditions and were not widely
used for preaching freely due to the limited capacity of the
congregation3. However, currently, the main attraction of the
Samudra Ilahi Mosque is its architecture which seems to float on
the ocean. Apart from praying while traveling in the Pesisir Selatan
area, many people immortalize the moment by taking photos here.
then, the Samudra Ilahi Mosque has a very beautiful sparkling gold
dome. Another function of the floating Mosque in Painan, west
Sumatra is as an information center for Islamic culture, and

34 Mattiro, Nasrullah, and P, “Potensi Ekowisata Pesisir Berbasis Kearifan
Lokal.”
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development3>%. The people of Pesisir Selatan Regency often
spend time at the destination and beauty of Carocok Painan Beach.
As a new icon in Pesisir Selatan Regency, the local government has
also added other facilities such as the Asmara Bridge. In the future,
this bridge will connect Batu Kureta Island with Carocok Beach.
There is also a comfortable playground in an area of 6 hectares in
the area.

5. Analysis of the potential of a floating mosque in

improving the local community economy

a. Facilities for carrying out religious activities

The floating mosque can accommodate 200 worshipers and
is usually used for routine recitation activities once a month which
are held by bringing various famous lecturers/preachers to the
location. According to the mosque administrator, the floating
mosque already has a well-programmed schedule (Anes Interview).
This was also conveyed by Walinagari during an interview that “the
floating mosque has its agenda which can be managed well for
scheduled religious events.” This means that to increase the
potential for worship at the floating mosque, it has various series
which are its points of attraction, including:
a) Have superior cleanliness.
b) Have a comfortable prayer room with full AC facilities.
c) Have a reading room with a collection of religious books that

visitors can read.

d) Have a prayer carpet that is soft, clean, and smells good.
e) Have prayer equipment that tourists can use.
f) Has a unique design

This is also supported by the theory that says a person will
feel comfortable in worship if the environment where they worship
is supportive, and especially clean (Yohanes, 2018). In general,
floating mosques generally have the potential to carry out very

3 Tti yuliani, Armizawati, [rwandi, Desnawita, Desni Yulinda, “Pemberdayaan
Masyarakat Desa Melalui Pemanfaatan Koleksi Pada Perpustakaan Darul Hikmah
Mesjid Nurul Falah.”

36 Asy’ari et al, “Kajian Konsep Ekowisata Betbasis Masyarakat Dalam
Menunjang Pengembangan Pariwisata : Sebuah Studi Literatur.”
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supportive worship services, and have the opportunity to be able to
promote more focused religious programs by the concept of the
divine ocean (Samudra Ilahi).
b. Means of implementing educational activities
The educational potential provided in the floating mosque
environment teaches us to always be grateful for what happens in
life3”. Many life lessons can be taken from the construction of this
floating mosque. The existence of a floating mosque is used by the
community internally, and externally to:
a) A direct learning tool to understand the Oneness of the Creator
b) Workshop learning media for Elementary to High School levels
c) A means for tourists to relax, and appreciate God’s creation
d) Media in forming a responsible character with the existence of
this mosque.
c. Means of carrying out economic activities
The increase in tourist visits will be directly proportional to
the increase in tourist needs in the area. This is used by tourism
administrators, and local communities to provide things needed by
visitors, including:
a) Providing accommodation such as hotels, homestays, and
guesthouses.
b) Provision of a games arena, and rental of goods such as electric
bicycles, tricycles, Odong-odong models, play grounds.
c) Provision of tourist attributes, such as; hats, trumpets, glasses,
masks, clothes, scarves, etc.
d) Provision of food stalls such as street vendors cafes, etc.
e) Provision of other needs.
The management also uses the increase in visits to add
accommodations and playgrounds, so that visits for worship, and
to relieve fatigue also provide comfort, and beauty that can be

37 Jurnal Pengembangan and Masyarakat Islam, “Pemberdayaan Masyarakat
Islam Melalui Pemanfaatan Hutan Kemasyarakatan Dalam Meningkatkan Pendapatan
Ekonomi Di Desa Mekar Jaya Kecamatan Gedung Surian Kabupaten Lampung Barat”
15, no. 1 (2022): 35-52.
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obtained from visiting the area®. Based on the results of initial
observations, and interviews, there are around 3 — 4-star hotels at
the location, and the rest are homestays, and guesthouses which are
managed by the local community without government interference.
This was confirmed by Mr. Andre that “the mosque area is a place
for accommodation, but it is not the government that manages it,
but the local community who convert private houses into business
areas for them” (Interview on 11 June 2023). The existence of
accommodation locations with affordable costs of around 300 —
550 thousand per night, is an economical price that is still
affordable for visitors/tourists there.

Besides, the existence of the kiosk, which has been around
for more than 6 years, is also still maintained by the regional
managers, and administrators of the mosque®. The number of
kiosks/stalls in the mosque area is quite large. Mrs. Tati, one of the
stall owners, said “Alhamdulillah, now there are a lot of visitors
coming to pray, through the coronavirus season many people are
starting to come so, the kiosk can be open until the evening, Sir.”
(Interview 10 June 2023). Mrs. Tati is the owner of the food and
drink kiosk around the floating mosque, who has long depended
on visitors to the floating mosque for her income. The large
number of visitors has an economic impact on Mrs. Tati’s food and
drink stall. The mosque area management has already considered
adding kiosks, and food stalls. Based on previous research, many
existing religious buildings were only built by paying attention to
the art of building design, not many developments were carried out
by incorporating natural elements, and community needs. Floating
mosque is different from other religious tourism developments
which pay attention to development through economic value,
education, and worship.

3 Jurnal Pengembangan and Masyarakat Islam, “Optimalisasi Pemanfaatan
Dana Desa Melalui Pengembangan Masyarakat Islam Di Kabupaten Pringsewu
Lampung” 15, no. 2 (2022): 191-212.

% Stephen Hickson, W Robert Reed, and Nicholas Sander, “To Use
Constructed-Response  Assessments, Or Not To Use Constructed-Response
Assessments? That Is The Question by Stephen Hickson, W. Robert Reed, and
Nicholas Sander*,” n.d.
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D. Conclusions

The potential for religious ecotourism “floating mosque”
was carried out to see the advantages, and disadvantages of this
ecotourism icon, and provide an evaluation overview to the
government, and community regarding the regional programs
being implemented. Several potentials are reflected in the religious
ecotourism of floating mosque, including that floating mosque has
high worship potential, economic potential, and educational
potential. The government’s strategy to develop regional potential
by building a floating mosque also has a big impact, and influence
on the economy, and welfare of the surrounding community. This
means that the government must have special programs, and
models as well as its characteristics in regional development, and
development that can bring potential economic value to the
surrounding community. The government must be able to
collaborate with the community to explore the various advantages
that the region itself has.
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