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	Abstract: This study aims to examined each reading comprehension indicator and reading comprehension in general. Fourty five of first English department students of a public islamic Institute in Jambi, Indonesia which comprise of twenty one males and twenty four voluntary participated in this study. They were purposively selected as the sample of the research. This study used six indicators of reading comprehesnion and reading comprehension in general data. The descriptive quantitative approach with survey design was emploed in this study as the research methodology. The descriptive statistic of SPSS 23 applied to to analyze mean and standard deviation of six reading comprehension and reading comprehension in general. The criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation was to analyze interval of six reading comprehension and reading comprehension in general. The result of descriptive statistic and criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation analysis showed that five reading comprehension indicator in term of author purpose, topic details, reference, and vocabulary in context in moderate criteria, except main idea in whic in high criteria. Regarding to reading comprehension in general was in moderate criteria similar to five reading comprehension indicators. Therefore, English lecturers are hoped to to select appropriate strategy and well prepared in teaching reading.  

	


INTRODUCTION 

English plays a rule as foreign language in Indonesia. This judgement is based on the reason that English is not used as the main device of communication among Indonesian’ people during their daily life (Firmayanto et al., 2020; Moeller & Catalano, 2015; Sulistiyo, 2015). However, most of Indonesian agree and perceive that English is the most important foreign language (Yusny, 2013), because it as the way to achieve better employment and higher social status in facing globalization era compete with other countries on the world (Jayanti & Norahmi, 2014). 
It also used to access world intelectual, cultural, and technical resources (Kurniasih, 2011). Therefore, Indonesian Government declared English as the first foreign language learnt in Indonesia education. It used by most of the countries on the world as second or foreign language, as stated by Jayanti and Norahmi (2014) that around 80 per cent of the English non-native speakers on the world use English as vehicle of communication after their first or second language in their daily life.

Considering the important of English for EFL learners in Indonesia as English non-native speaker, reading is one of the main English skill need to be concernt (Pangestika, 2018). It deal with process of identification, interpretation and perception process of written material (Karahan, 2017), and it can make learners gather available information and knowledge (Aditomo & Hasugian, 2018). In other words, reading is one of the important skills as the basic ways of acquiring information from society and for academic purposes (Al-Jarrah & Ismail, 2018; Hayikaleng et al., 2016). Reading not only enable the learners to access information from reading passage but also enable to contributes their self realization and develop their personal-social adjustment (Audina et al., 2020; Kurniasih, 2011). (Etfita, 2014) who conducted a research on improving students’ reading comprehension of descriptive text through cognitive startegy argued that reading can help the students to enlarge their knowldge. 
However, the learners must have a better reading comprehension ability to comprehend English reading text. Reading comprehension is defined as understanding situation and question implication (Basol et al., 2011). (Handayani et al., 2018) viewed that in understanding a science text topic, the students need to understand specific meaning of science term. It depends how the words meaning and grammar rules’ knowledge of the student (Galloway, 2016). Thus, more practice on reading activities can improve reading skill (Pitaloka & Anggraini, 2020).
Some reserchers have been conducted the studies dealing with the reading comprehension. However, they focus on strategies in comprehending reading text passage and reading motivation. Therefore, this research is different from other researchers. This research not only examine reading comprehension in general, but also examine each indicators of reading comprehension that usually used in measuring reading comprehension.
This research research aims to innvestigate the students’ each reading comprehension indicator and reading comprehension in general. Each reading comprehension indicator is used to analyze kind of indicators mostly faced by the students. Reading comprehension in general is used to analyze average ability of the students in comprehending English reading text. The results of this current research showed reading comprehension indicators problem faced by the students, and average ability of students’ reading comprehension. Thus, an appropriate approach can be found by lecturers to solve the problems.       
METHOD

Survey research design was addopted for this study. It is a quantitative research which collect information of a group people to describe attitude, opinions, behaviors, or characteristic and to gain insight about they do or think (Creswell, 2012). This quantitative research design was considered appropriate for the present study. It aimed to examine the students’ reading comprehension. 
The participants of the study was first semester students of English program at one public islamic  institute in Jambi, Indonesia. This institute is popular among students due to the Islamic teaching quality and cheaper tuition fee. However, that was not merely the reason the institute was chosen. Beside that this institute also very reputable in term of English teaching, most of the lecturers had been gahthered doctoral degree. There were fourty nine students of English program that comprised twenty one males and twenty eight females. They were purposively selected as the participants of the study due to the consideration of being studied literal reading. Therefore, they were considered appropriate as the participants of the research. 
Multiple choice test was used in examining the students’ reading comprehension. However, the multiple choice of reading comprehension piloted first to other different student with similar year before using as the research instrument of the study. Each of the respondents were asked to answered the text questions that consisted of 38 items. There were three items eliminated based on SPSS analysis, because the three items were not valid based on Corrected Item analysis level of correlation. Based on SPSS analysis of the valid items, there were 35 items of reading comprehension test that met the criteria of valid items, because their level of correlation was ≥ .30. Thus, these 35 items were appropriate in measuring the students’ reading comprehension. The test were rearranged before administering to the participants of the study.

Initial contact with the dean of teachers training faculty was conducted for his permition to conduct the research at the first semester of English program academic year 2020/2021. The students were adminsiterd an online reading comprehension test. An on-line reading comprehension test administration was due to the Covid-19 pandemi. The English lecturers were involved in adminsitrated the reading comprehension test to students by sending through mobile whats App group. The students were asked to choose one of the correct answer of the reading comprehension test in multiple choice option with four option (a, b, c, and d).   
The test was administered in paper and pencil format to record the students’ reponses. The time given to answer the questions was 90 minutes. Each of the test items were scored as correct and incorrect, it is by totaling item by item. The statistic analysis of SPSS 23 was used to process completed reading comprehension test in term of mean and standard deviation, then criteria analyzed interval of reading comprehension as basic measurement students’ reading comprehension through referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation. 
Table 1. Interval of Reading Comprehension
	Reading Comprehension Criteria
	Reading Comprehension Interval 

	High
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	Moderate
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	Low
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The process in conducting research is described in figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Flow Chart Description of  Research.
RESULT
Through reading comprehension test by (Dagostino et al., 2014) that matched with reading evaluation for beginner of the Indonesian university students, six salient sub indicators that emerged in this research were;

1) Author purpose
2) Topic
3) Main idea
4) Details
5) Reference
6) Vocabulary in context (see table 2) 
Table 2. Reading Comprehension  Indicators

	Variables
	Indicators

	Reading Comprehension
	Author purpose

	
	Topic

	
	Main idea

	
	Details

	
	Reference

	
	Vocabulary in context


Descriptive statistic and criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation were used in examining the students’ reading comprehension; author purpose, topic, main idea, details, reference, and vocabulary in context. The descriptive analysis of SPSS 23 was used to analyze mean and standard deviation of each indicators of reading comprehension and reading comprehension in general. While reading comprehension interval analyzed through referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation. four students did not fill the online reading comprehension test because of personal reason. Thus the participants of this study was fourty five students.  

The descriptive statistic analysis showed that each reading indicator has different mean and standard deviation. The author purpose (M = 3 and SD = 1), topic (M= 2 and SD = 1), main idea (M = 3 and SD = 1), details ((M = 4 and SD = 
2), reference (M = 3 and SD = 1), and vocabulary in context (M = 3 and SD = 1). 

Table 3. Data of Reading Comprehension Indicators
	Indicators of  Reading Comprehension
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	Author Purpose
	3
	1

	Topic
	2
	1

	Main Idea
	3
	1

	Details
	4
	2

	Reference
	3
	1

	Vocabulary In Context
	3
	1


The different also seen from frequency and percentage of each reading comprehension indicators in term of high, moderate, and low criteria. It is based on the table of interval of reading motivation which analyzed through criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation. Table 4 indicates most of each reading comprehension indicator in moderate criteria. It was seen form the result of students’ frequency and percentage. This mean all more than half students response the reading comprehension indicators in the level moderate category. For high category; author purpose 11 students (24%) = 4 to 5 (α ≥ 3 + 1), topic 11 students (24%) = 3 to 4 (α ≥ 2 + 1), main idea 22 students (49%) = 4 to 5 (α ≥ 3 + 1), details 9 students (20%) = 6 to 10 (α ≥ 4 + 2), reference 17 students (38%) = 4 to 6 (α ≥ 3 + 1), vocabulary in context 12 students (27%) = 4 to 5 (α ≥ 3 + 1). 
Table 4. Data of Reading Comprehension Indicators
	Indicators of  Reading Comprehension
	Criteria
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Author Purpose
	High
	11
	24%

	
	Moderate
	27
	60%

	
	Low
	7
	16%

	Topic
	High
	11
	24%

	
	Moderate
	29
	64%

	
	Low
	5
	11%

	Main Idea
	High
	22
	49%

	
	Moderate
	16
	36%

	
	Low
	7
	15%

	Details
	High
	9
	20%

	
	Moderate
	32
	71%

	
	Low
	4
	9%

	Reference
	High
	17
	38%

	
	Moderate
	24
	53%

	
	Low
	4
	9%

	Vocabulary in Context
	High
	12
	27%

	
	Moderate
	26
	58%

	
	Low
	7
	15%


In moderate criteria, 27 students (60%) = 2 to 3 (3-1 ≤ α < 3+1) for author purpose, topic 29 students (64%) = 1 to 2 (2-1 ≤ α < 2+1), main idea 16 students (36%) = 2 to 3 (3-1 ≤ α < 3+1), details 32 students (71%) = 6 to 10 (4-2 ≤ α < 4+2), reference 24 students (53%) = 2 to 3 (3-1 ≤ α < 3+1), and vocabulary in context 26 students (58%) = 2 to 3 (3-1 ≤ α < 3+1). Furthermore, for low category; author purpose 7 students (16%) = 0 to 1 
(α<3-1), topic 5 students (11%) = 0 (α<2-1), main idea 7 students (15%) = 0 to 1 (α<3-1), details 4 students (9%) = 0 to 1 (α<4-2), reference 4 students (9%) = 0 to 1 (α<3-1), vocabulary in context 7 students (15%) = 0 to 1 (α<3-1). The different category of each reading comprehension indicator was figured out in figure 1.


Figure 1. Data of Reading Comprehension Indicator

Reading comprehension in general were also examined in this study. The descriptive statistics and criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation incicated that the students’ reading comprehension in the moderate criteria. Descrptive statistic of SPSS 23 showed that mean of reading comprehension was 17 and standard deviation was 5. 
Table 5. Data of Reading Comprehension

	Reading Comprehension
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	
	17
	5


The criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation analysis incicated that the students’ reading comprehension in moderate category similiar to the analysis of each reading comprehension indicator previously. Most of the students had the score interval 12 to 21 which categorized as moderate criteria based analysis referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation.

Table 6. Data of Reading Comprehension
	Reading Comprehension
	Criteria
	Frequency
	Percentage

	
	High
	7
	15,5%

	
	Moderate
	34
	75,5%

	
	Low
	4
	9%


7 students (15,5%) for high criteria, 34 students (75,5%) for moderate, and 4 students (9%) for low. The students’ frequency of reading comprehension was 7 with 15% for percentage. It indicated that the comparison among high, moderate, low category of reading comparison were significantly different. The different percentage of reading comprehension was figured out in figure 2.
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Figure 2. Data of Reading Comprehension
This study aims to examined each reading comprehension indicator reading comprehension in general. Based on the descriptive analysis result of reading comprehension indicator and reading comprehension in general which were strengthen through criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation analysis. It was identified that the students had significantly different in term of reading each comprehension indicator and reading comprehension in general criteria. This is proved by frequency and percentage result both each comprehension indicator and reading comprehension in general criteria.

Six Reading Comprehension Indicators
Author Purpose. Author purpose is defined as the reason of the author in writing certain topic of the passage. The readers can identify it easily as long as they can comprehend the text content or purpose. In identifying autor purpose of reading text, the students have to be able to comprehend the text purpose or the meaning made by the author (Dakin, 2013). The purpose or meaning of the text in this sense is understood as the aims of the author in writing the passage, whether the author attempt to inform about factual information, entertain with humor about certain topics, explain the sequence or procedures of a topic, or persuade the reader to believe things happened exactly as the author thinks they happened. It was found that more than half of students in moderate criteria (2 to 3 (3-1 ≤ α < 3+1) for this reading comprehension indicator (f = 27 students or 60%) compare to high and low criteria which was only (f = 11 students or 24%) vs (f = 7 students or 16%). It indicated that moderate reading comprehension indicator criteria greater than and moderate and low for author purpose.

Topic. Topic is what the whole paragraph is about (Kamalasari, 2017). It is as the subject of the entire paragraph that can help the readers to understand the paragraph. Therefore, it is important for the readers to have ability of topic identification. Topic helps the students to understand the writers’ thoughts and the ideas organization. The topic of the paragraph is identified through the author ideas. It usually located by the authors in the first paragraph because this position enables the authors to state their main idea and move on to explain it. The topic can also be found in the middle or last of the paragraph, but it usually found in the first or last of the paragraph. The moderate criteria was also greater than high and low criteria for topic (f = 29 students or 64%). While high and low criteria (f = 11 students or 24%) vs (f = 5 students or 11%).

Main Idea. The main idea of a paragraph conveys what the author has to say about the topic. It usually expressed by the author in a complete sentence that includes the essence or the main point of every idea from the paragraph (Wilawan, 2012). The authors usually express the main idea in the first sentence of the paragraph. However, the main idea also located in the second, third, or last sentence. In other words, the main idea refers to the main point of the authors thought which expressed the essence of the paragraph information. In identifying the main idea of the paragraph, the readers should keep reading, reread the paragraph, and then try to figure out what the author saying. The main idea developed by author throughout the paragraphs that explain, develop, and support it. (Elashhab, 2013) argued that knowledge activation of the paragraph content plays important role in comprehending main idea. Once the reader can comprehend the paragraph content, the readers are ready to find the main idea in the paragraph. The result of statistic analysis showed that main idea indicator had different frequency and percentage with the previous indicator. High criteria frequency and percentage  was greater than moderate and low. High (f = 22 students or 49%), (f = 16 students or 36%), and low (f = 7 students or 15%).

Details. Details define as words, phrases, or statement that explains the main idea in paragraph. It is specific information used by the authors in making argument about the main idea or the main point of the paragraph. The details enable to help the reader in finding main idea in a paragraph. When the readers find difficulty in finding implied and not clear main idea in a paragraph, he/she can look at the supporting details to have better understanding what the author saying. The analysis result of this reading comprehension indicator was siginificantly different among details criteria. The moderate criteria significantly greater than moderate and low. High (f = 9 or 20%), moderate (f = 32 or 71%), and low (f = 4 or 9%).
Reference. Reference is defined as relation between one object to another object; a material object, a person, an event, an activity, or an abstract concept. (Rashid et al., 2011) briefly stated that reference is the recognition of words and phrases that refer to the same idea. It usually expressed in a phrase which functioned as a signal for the readers to find the meaning elsewhere in paragraph. References usually refer to the ideas that have already expressed, and refer forward to the idea yet stated in paragraph. Thus, references are the connection between information’s items of the substitution word. More than half students (f = 24 or 53% students) in moderate criteria. This mean that the criteria of reference indicator in the level moderate.
Vocabulary in context. Vocabulary in context refers to unfamiliar words surrounding the sentences of the whole paragraphs. Unfamiliar words can be understood through inference process (Broek et al., 2018). Therefore, the students must have knowledge of identifying the words meaning based on context. The vocabulary or unfamiliar words can be figure out by the readers easily based on context clues that can guide to the meaning. More the readers comprehend the words meaning, easily for them to find the main idea of the paragraph. This last indicator of reading comprehension almost have similar result to reference in which high criteria (f = 12 or 27%), moderate (f = 26 or 58% students), and low (f = 7 or 15% students). It indicated that the students in the level moderate criteria.
Reading Comprehension in General

It was found that moderate criteria was gathered by students for reading comprehension in general based on descriptive statistic and criteria referenced interpretation and norm referenced interpretation analysis. Most of the students (f = 7 or 75.5% students) in moderate criteria which interval 12 to 21 (17-5 ≤ α < 17+5). This mean that reading comprehension in general criteria was significantly different among the students. This satatistic analysis result strengthen the reading comprehension indicator in which five reading comprehension indicator in term of author purpose, topic, details, reference, and vocabulary in context, similar to reading comprehension criteria except main idea. This proved by frequency and percentage used.

CONCLUSION
The students slightly similar reading comprehension indicator in term of author purpose, topic, details, reference, and vocabulary in context, except main idea. The autor purpose, topic, details, reference, and vocabulary in context in moderate criteria. It proved by frequency and percentage of the study used as measurement of reading comprehension indicators. Author purpose (f = 27 or 60% students), topic (f = 29 or 64% students), details (f = 32 or 71% students), reference (f = 24 or 53% students), and vocabulary in context (f = 26 or 58% students). Only main idea in high criteria (f = 22 or 49% students). Regarding to reading comprehension in general, the students reading comprehension was also in moderate criteria similar to most of reading comprehension indicator criteria. 
Based on the reasearch finding of the study,  English lecturers are suggested to consider an appropriate strategy in teaching reading to EFL students. An appropriate strategy mean the strategy which can improve the students’ reading comprehension. Therefore, the English lecturers who teach reading class need to have a well prepared before teaching.
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Appendix A

READING COMPREHENSION TEST
Directions:

1. Read each passage below carefully before answering the questions, then choose one the best answer of four possible answers (A), (B), (C), and (D) from each question. 
2. The item consist of 35  multiple choice questions

3. Time allocation is 90 minutes

Answer the following questions based on the texts!
Text for the questions 1-5
Although great natural barriers hindered east-west development in Canada, this circumstance was mitigated by the mighty river and lake systems that provided avenues for the fur trader, missionary, soldier, and settler. Canada's rivers and lakes allowed and, indeed, invited venturesome pioneers to explore the interior of the continent and in spite of natural barriers, to tap its great wealth. The rivers and lakes were essential to the great fur empire; people in canoes brought furs from the farthest extremity of the Canadian Shield to Montreal for exportation to Europe. The first settlements spread along the rivers, since only the rivers provided transportation and communication. Militarily, rivers and lakes were of prime importance; whoever controlled the St. Lawrence and its entrance also controlled Canada.

1. What is the main subject of the passage?

a. The barriers to east-west communication in Canada
b. The role of rivers and lakes in Canadian development'

c. The adventures of Canadian settlers 
d. The development of the Canadian fur empire
2. Which would be an example of the type of barrier the author refers to in line I ?

a. A military fort


b. An ancient feud
c. A political border

d. A mountain range
3. In line 6, the word "extremity" means ______
a. a limb of the body

b. a severe measure
c. the greatest degree

d. the most distant part
4. According to the passage, what pattern of expansion did the first settlements follow? 

a. They moved directly from east to west.
b. They advanced along the Canadian Shield.
c. They followed the course of the rivers.

d. They spread around the perimeter of lakes.
5. The author uses the example of the St. Lawrence mainly to illustrate the role of rivers and lakes in ______
a. urban settlement

b. economic development
c. agricultural research

d. military control
Text for the questions 6-9
Most people think of deserts as dry, flat areas with little vegetation and little or no rainfall, but this is hardly true. Many deserts have varied geographical formations ranging from soft, rolling hills to stark, jagged cliffs, and most deserts have a permanent source of water. Although they do not receive a high amount of rainfall – to be classified as a desert, an area must get less than twenty-five centimeters of rainfall per year – there are many plants that thrive on only small amounts of water, and deserts are often full of such plant life.


Desert plants have a variety of mechanisms for obtaining the water needed for survival. Some plants, such as cactus, are able to store large amounts of water in their leaves or stems; after a rainfall these plants absorb a large supply of water to last until the next rainfall. Other plants, such as the mesquite, have extraordinarily deep root systems that allow them to obtain water from far below the desert’s arid surface.
6. The best topic for the passage would be ______
A. There is little rainfall in the desert

B. Deserts are dry, flat areas with few plants

C. Deserts are not really flat areas with little plant life

D. Many kind of vegetation can survive with little water
7. According to the passage, what causes an area to be classified as a desert? 

A. The type of plants

B. The source of water

C. The amount of precipitation

D. The geographical formations
8. The word “thrive” in line 5 means ______ .
a. Suffer
b. grow well
c. minimally survive
d. decay
9. The word “mechanisms” in line 7 could most easily be replaced by ______ 
A. Machines

B. Pumps

C. Methods

D. Tools
Text for the questions 10-12
One identifying characteristic of minerals is their relative hardness, which can be determined by scratching one mineral with another. In this type of test, a harder mineral can scratch a softer one, but a softer mineral is unable to scratch the harder one. The Mohs’ hardness scale is used to rank minerals according to hardness. Ten minerals are listed in this scale, ranging from talc with a hardness of 1 to diamond with a hardness of 10. On this scale, quartz (number 7) is harder than feldspar (number 6) and is therefore able to scratch it; however, feldspar is unable to make a mark on quartz.
10. Which of the following best states the subject of this passage?

A. Characteristic of minerals

B. The hardness of diamonds

C. Feldspar on the Moh’s scale

D. Identifying minerals by means of a scratch test
11. What is the author’s overall purpose of this passage?

A. Explain an opinion

B. Give information

C. Entertain the reader

D. Persuade the reader
12. The word “their” in the first sentence refers to ______
A. Relative

B. Minerals 

C. Diamonds

D. Identifying
Text for the questions 13-17
Though they were not trained naturalists, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in their explorations of North America in the early nineteenth century came across enough unfamiliar birds, mammals, and reptiles to fill a zoo. In keeping with President Jefferson's orders they took careful note of 122 species and subspecies that were unknown to science and in many cases native only to the West. Clark made sketches of any particularly intriguing creature. He and Lewis also collected animal hides and horns and bird skins with such care that a few of them were still intact nearly two centuries later. While Lewis and Clark failed to meet the mythological monsters reputed to dwelt in the West, they did unearth the bones of a 45 - foot dinosaur. Furthermore, some of the living beasts they did come upon, such as the woolly mountain goat and the grizzly bear, were every bit as odd or as fearsome as any myth. In their collector's enthusiasm, they even floated a prairie dog out of its burrow by pouring in five barrelfuls of water, then shipped the frisky animal to Jefferson alive and yelping.
13. What does the passage mainly discuss?

a. President Jefferson's pets

b. Collector's techniques for capturing wildlife

c. Discovery of animal species by Lewis and Clark

d. Jobs for trained naturalists
14. "In keeping with" in line 3 could best be replaced by which of the following?

a. Following 

b. Managing

c. Retaining

d. Delaying
15. It can be inferred from the passage that President Jefferson ordered Lewis and Clark to ______
a. bring back animals for a zoo

b. train to be naturalists

c. compile sketches for a book

d. record newly discovered species of animals
16. In line 8, what does the word "they" refer to?

a. Lewis and Clark


b. Dinosaur bones

c. Mythological monsters

d. Western dwellers
17. The author compares which of the following animals to mythological monsters?

a. The grizzly bear

b. The prairie dog

c. A tropical bird

d. A poisonous reptile
Text for the questions 18-21
In spite of the wealth of examples of urban architecture in older cities, both in Europe and in the United States solutions to current problems of the physical decay of cities in the United States have come slowly. The first reaction after the war was to bulldoze and build bright new towers and efficient roadways, but these solutions did not respond to people By the close of the 1960's it became more common to deal gently with the' existing' urban fabric and to insert new buildings in such a way as to complement the physical and social environment; in other cases valued buildings have been rehabilitated and returned to economic productivity. A particularly striking example is the rehabilitation of Ghirardelli Square, San Francisco. This, hillside mélange of nineteenth-century commercial buildings clustered around a chocolate plant, was purchased in 1962 by William Roth to forestall wholesale development of the waterfront as a district of high-rent apartment towers. Nearly all of the nineteenth-century buildings were retained and refurbished, and a low arcade was added on the waterside. There are several levels, dotted with kiosks and fountains, which offer varied prospects of San Francisco Bay. Perhaps most telling is the preservation of the huge Ghirardelli sign as an important landmark; it is such improbable, irrational, and cherished idiosyncrasies which give cities identity and character.
18. The author's main purpose in the passage is to describe ______
a. the differences between urban architecture in Europe and in the United States
b. the most striking features of San Francisco's scenic waterfront district
c. nineteenth-century buildings in twentieth-century cities
d. characteristics of recent solutions to urban architectural problems in the United States
19. According to the passage, after the war many of the attempts of urban architects failed because ______
a. buildings were not built quickly enough 
b. new roads required too much space 
c. the needs of the urban residents were overlooked

d. the towering buildings were too tall
20. According to the passage, the Ghirardelli sign was preserved because it ______
a. was designed and built by a famous artist 

b. is included in an advertising contract with the Ghirardelli Chocolate Company 

c. is suitable as a vantage point from which to view San Francisco Bay 

d. has long-standing importance as a' symbol in the community
21. The sentence in lines 14-16 would best keep its meaning if "most telling" were replaced by ______
a. most significant

b. in greatest demand'
c. most debatable

d. the best publicized
Text for the questions 22-25
It was not "the comet of the century experts predicted it might be. Nevertheless, Kohoutek had provided a bonanza of scientific information. It was first spotted 370 million miles from Earth, by an astronomer who was searching the sky for asteroids, and after whom the comet was named. Scientists who tracked Kohoutek the ten months before it passed the Earth predicted the comet would be a brilliant spectacle. But Kohoutek fell short of these predictions, disappointing millions of amateur sky watchers, when it proved too pale to be seen with the unaided eye. Researchers were delighted nonetheless with the nevi information they were able to glean from their investigation of the comet. Perhaps the most significant discovery was the identification of two important chemical compounds-methyl cyanide and hydrogen cyanide-never before seen in comets, but found in the far reaches of interstellar space. This discovery revealed new clues about the origin of comets. Most astronomers agree that comets are primordial remnants from the formation of the solar system, but whether they were born between Jupiter and Neptune or much farther out toward interstellar space has been the subject of much debate. If compounds no more complex than ammonia and methane, key components of Jupiter, were seen in comets, it would suggest that comets form within the planetary orbits. But more complex compounds such as the methyl cyanide found in Kohoutek, point to formation far beyond the planets there the deep freeze of space has kept them unchanged.
22. What is the subject of the passage?

a. What was learned from Kohoutek

b. What was disappointing about Kohoutek
c. Where Kohoutek was spotted


d. How Kohoutek was tracked
23. Why was Kohoutek referred to as "the comet of the century"?

a. It was thought to be extremely old.
b. It passes the Earth once a century.
c. Scientists predicted it would be very bright.

d. Scientists have been tracking it for a century.
24. Which of the following questions is best answered by information gained from Kohoutek?

a. Where were comets formed?


b. When were comets formed?
c. When was the solar system formed?


d. How was the solar system formed?
25. In line 4, the word “named” could most easily be replaced by?
a. said


b. mentioned
c. Called

d. referred

Text for the questions 26-28
Central Park, emerging from a period of abuse and neglect, remains one of the most popular attractions in New York City, with half a million out-of-towners among the more than 3 million people who visit the park yearly. About 15 million individual visits are made each year.
Summer is the season for softball, concerts, and Shakespeare; fall is stunning; winter is wonderful for sledding, skating, and skiing; and springtime is the loveliest of all. It was all planned that way.
About 130 years ago Frederic Law Olmsted and his collaborator Calvert Vaux submitted their landscaping plan for a rectangular parcel two miles north of the town' s center. The barren swampy tract, home for squatters and a bone-boiling works that made glue, was reported as 'a pestilential spot where miasmic odors taint every breath of air."It took 16 years for workers with pickaxes and shovels to move 5 million cubic feet of earth and rock, and to plant half a million trees and shrubs, making a tribute to nature-a romantic nineteenth-century perception of nature.
What exists today is essentially Olmsted and Vaux's plan. with more trees, buildings, and asphalt. Landscape architects still speak reverently of Olmsted's genius and foresight, and the sensitive visitor can see the effects he sought.
26. With what subject is the passage mainly concerned?

a. The lives of Olmsted and Vaux
b. New York City's tourist industry
c. Examples of nineteenth-century art in New York City

d. The development of Central Park

27. It can be inferred that the  rectangular parcel mentioned in line 9 is ______
a. the site of Central Park

b. a gift presented to New York
c. a skyscraper in New York

d. the proposed design for Central Park 
28. It can be inferred from the passage that today's landscape architects praise Olmsted for his ______
a. enthusiasm for sport
b. skill at designing factories
c. concern for New York's homeless people
d. foresight in anticipating New York's urbanization
Text for the questions 29-31
The classic Neanderthals, who lived between about 70,000 and 30,000 years ago, shared a number of special characteristics. Like any biological population, Neanderthals also showed variation in the degree to which those characteristics were expressed. Generally, they were powerfully built, short and stocky, with the lower parts of their arms and legs short in relation to the upper parts, as in modern peoples who live in cold environments. Neanderthal skulls were distinctive, housing brains even larger on average than those of modem humans, a feature that may have had more to do with their large, heavy bodies than with superior intelligence. Seen from behind, Neanderthal skulls look almost spherical, but from the side they are long and flattened often with a bulging back.
The Neanderthal face, dominated by a projecting and full nose, differed clearly from the faces of other hominids; the middle parts appear to be pulled forward (or the sides pulled back), resulting in a rather streamlined face shape. This peculiarity may have been related to the greater importance (in cultural activities as well as food processing) of the front teeth, which are large and part of a row of teeth that lies well forward in the head; it may reflect a reduction in importance of certain jaw muscles operating at the sides of the face; or it may reflect an adaptation to cold. Whether it results from any or all of these three factors or from other, undiscovered causes, this midfacial projection is so characteristic that it unfailingly identifies a Neanderthal to the trained eye. Neanderthal teeth are much more difficult to characterize: the front teeth are large, with strong roots, but the back teeth may be relatively small. This feature may have been an adaptation to cope with heavy tooth wear.
29. What does the passage mainly discuss?

a. The eating habits of the Neanderthals
b. A comparison of various prehistoric populations
c. The physical characteristics of the Neanderthals

d. The effect of climate on human development
30. In line 20, the author uses the expression "heavy tooth wear" to imply that the Neanderthals ______
a. other features of the Neanderthal anatomy
b. had unusually heavy teeth
c. used their teeth extensively

d. regularly pulled out their teeth
e. used teeth for ornamentation
31. The paragraph following this passage most probably discusses ______
a. other features of the Neanderthal anatomy

b. cave painting of prehistoric time
c. flora and fauna of 70,000 years ago

d. difficulties in preserving fossils
Text for the questions 32-35
In terrestrial affairs we think of "big" as being complicated; a city is more intricate than a village, an ocean more complicated than a puddle. For the universe, the reverse seems to be the case  bigger is simpler Galaxies have some puzzling features, but on the whole, they are scarcely more complicated than the stars that compose them Beyond the galaxies, in the hierarchy of the cosmos, there are clusters of galaxies; these clusters are loosely bound by the gravity of their largest members and tend to look very much the same in all directions. Simplest of all is the universe at large, it is far less complicated than the Earth, one of its most trivial members. The universe consists of billions of galaxies flying apart as if from an explosion that set it in motion, it is not lopsided, nor does it rotate. The more thoroughly scientists investigate the universe, the more clearly its simplicity shines through.
32. What is the main point made in the passage? 
a. The Earth is more complicated than the solar system
b. The universe is filled with puzzling materials.
c. The universe is a relatively simple phenomenon.

d. Galaxy clusters are an illusion.
33. According to the passage, clusters of galaxies are ______
a. indiscernible in the cosmos
b. held together by gravity

c. made up of only one or two galaxies
d. created when stars explode
34. It can be inferred from the passage that future research will support which of the following statements?
a. Scientists in the past have been misled by the apparent simplicity of the universe.
b. The chaos and confusion of the universe will never be understood
c. Findings will confirm the belief that the universe is simple

d. Billions of galaxies are predicted to explode, adding to universal complexity.
35. The word “billions” in line 10 could most easily be replaced by ______ 
a. Universe
b. Total  
c. Numerous
d. Large

Appendix B. 

Tabulation Reading Comprehension
	Students

Code
	Indicators of Reading Comprehension
	Total

	
	AP
	T
	MI
	D
	R
	VIC
	

	B1
	5
	1
	3
	6
	2
	2
	19

	B2
	3
	3
	3
	5
	5
	4
	23

	B3
	3
	2
	3
	2
	5
	2
	17

	B4
	4
	1
	4
	6
	5
	3
	23

	B5
	2
	2
	1
	4
	4
	0
	13

	B6
	2
	2
	3
	3
	3
	2
	15

	B7
	3
	2
	4
	2
	3
	1
	15

	B8
	2
	3
	4
	4
	5
	3
	21

	B9
	1
	3
	2
	1
	2
	1
	10

	B10
	3
	2
	4
	4
	5
	3
	21

	B11
	3
	3
	4
	6
	5
	3
	24

	B12
	2
	4
	4
	4
	5
	2
	21

	B13
	5
	4
	3
	6
	5
	4
	27

	B14
	2
	2
	3
	1
	5
	3
	16

	B15
	3
	1
	4
	6
	5
	3
	22

	B16
	2
	1
	1
	4
	4
	2
	14

	B17
	3
	0
	1
	7
	3
	2
	16

	B18
	3
	2
	5
	6
	4
	5
	25

	B19
	3
	2
	4
	3
	4
	2
	18

	B20
	2
	1
	3
	6
	5
	4
	21

	B21
	4
	1
	2
	5
	3
	3
	18

	B22
	2
	1
	4
	2
	3
	3
	15

	B23
	3
	2
	3
	3
	3
	4
	18

	B24
	3
	2
	3
	2
	5
	2
	17

	B25
	1
	0
	3
	1
	1
	0
	6

	B26
	3
	2
	4
	4
	3
	2
	18

	B27
	3
	3
	3
	2
	4
	2
	17

	B28
	1
	3
	4
	5
	3
	3
	19

	B29
	4
	2
	4
	4
	3
	3
	20

	B30
	3
	3
	0
	2
	2
	0
	10

	B31
	3
	2
	1
	4
	1
	2
	13

	B32
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3
	1
	7

	B33
	4
	1
	4
	4
	3
	4
	20

	B34
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3
	0
	6

	B35
	5
	4
	3
	6
	3
	3
	24

	B36
	1
	1
	5
	4
	2
	2
	15

	B37
	3
	3
	5
	2
	1
	4
	18

	B38
	4
	1
	5
	4
	3
	4
	21

	B39
	3
	2
	5
	2
	1
	4
	17

	B40
	4
	1
	3
	3
	3
	3
	17

	B41
	4
	1
	5
	4
	3
	4
	21

	B42
	4
	2
	2
	4
	2
	4
	18

	B43
	2
	1
	5
	1
	3
	4
	16

	B44
	3
	0
	4
	2
	3
	2
	14

	B45
	4
	1
	5
	4
	3
	3
	20

	Mean
	3
	2
	3
	4
	3
	3
	17

	SD
	1
	1
	1
	2
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